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By Tricia Goyer

When | think of Christmas, | remember family gatherings around my grandparent’s dinner table.
| also think of times my family spent together, creating our own special memories. For example, one year |
received a tape recorder. On Christmas Day, my mother, father, brother and | recorded stories, changing our
voices to fit our various roles. While | no longer have the tape of our recordings, the memory of our fun is something I'll
never forget.

Think back. What are some of your favorite Christmas memories? Perhaps you may remember a few of the
special gifts you received, but most likely these memories have nothing to do with presents.

“One of my favorite traditions with my small children were to create gingerbread houses and gingerbread men,”
says Linda from New York. “Also, on Christmas Eve, my husband takes the guitar out and we turned off all the lights and
sing Christmas carols by the tree.”

“My children and | baked a birthday cake for Jesus for Christmas Eve,” says mom Eileen.

Martha, another mom, also likes to focus of the birth of Jesus at Christmas. “One of the most meaningful things
for our family at Christmas was around the Creche,” says Martha. “We put out the Nativity scene the first week of
December. Then, after attending the a candlelight church service on Christmas eve, we read the story from Luke and let
the youngest one in the family place the baby in the manger to signify the wonder of His birth. It's a great way to make the
Christmas story really meaningful for children.”

These are great ideas for you to try, but no matter what types of traditions you want to start, remember these

principles:

. Think back on your favorite Christmas memories. Try to create these kinds of memories for your kids.
N - Check your attitude. Your attitude will set the tone for the whole event. If mama is happy, your kids
will be happy.
Be flexible. Rigid people are brittle and break easily. What type of memory do you want your
children to have, a happy mom or uptight mom?
Have child-wonder. Kids don't care about a perfectly decorated house. They think that
laughter and fun times top that any day!

You can make Christmas a wonderful time for you and your child.
Remember, perfect memories top any “perfect” gift! Cont'd on next page
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Here are some ideas for family traditions to start with your own family:

Handprint tree skirt (make or purchase a plain tree skirt). Each year use fabric paint to add each child’'s
handprints along with the year. It's so fun to see them grow.

Make a Gingerbread house with your child. You can purchase kits (Safeway sells small houses for $4.00,
although it's good to get more candy, Costco has a larger house with plenty of supplies for $7.00) to get you
started or make your own! (See recipe below)

Read the Christmas story with you kids from Luke Ch 2

Cut your own Christmas tree. Schilter family farm is easy to get to off I-5 north of Olympia. They also have a
lighted nativity in their barn. www.schilterfamilyfarm.com

Make a birthday cake for Jesus

Make cookies for the firefighters. Explain to your children that some people still have to work on the holidays.
Bringing them cookies is a way to give back to these good hearted people.

One last gift. It's always sad to take down the Christmas decorations each year. Every year, have a small
package holding a single button, which has been chosen for its significance to the recipient: a flower button for a
gardener, an anchor for a sailing fan and so on. Each person sews the new button on his or her stocking before

packing it away until next year.
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Make your own ginger bread house. Recipes from Lori Forrest.

Ginger bread Dough

Ingredients Yatsp salt

Y% ¢ shortening Y5 tsp baking soda
Y5 ¢ sugar Yatsp ginger

Y2 ¢ molasses Yatsp nutmeg

Yac water 1/8 tsp all spice

2 Yacflour

Directions:

Cream Shortening and sugar. Blend in molasses, water, flour, salt soda,
ginger, nutmeg, and allspice. Cover, chill 2-3 hours. Roll about ¥ inch thick
on lightly floured surface. Bake on ungreased baking sheet in a 375° oven
for 10 — 12 min.

Icing Glue:

3 — 3 % cup powdered sugar

1 % tsp cream of tarter

6 Thl water

6 tsp meringue powder (available at cake-decorating stores incl Michaels)

In a large bowl, beat water and meringue until they begin to foam. Add
cream of tartar and beat until stiff peaks. Gradually beat in sugar until it
reaches spreading consistency. Keep covered and refrigerated until
needed.

Lori’s tips:
- If this is your first time making a

house, it's good to make your
pattern out of cardboard first to
test your design.

- Build house on a foiled piece of

cardboard to for easy movability
later.

- Bake Gingerbread so that it's a

little bit over done for cookies.

- You might need to recut your

edges with a large knife after
baking as the dough spreads a
little bit.

- Frosting will harden like cement

so keep covered when not in
use.

- Have fun!
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Recipes are from allrecipes.com
Hot Mocha Drink Mix

Ingredients:

1 c. white sugar

1 c. dry milk powder

1 c. powdered non-dairy creamer
% c. unsweetened cocoa

Y c. instant coffee granules

Directions:

1. In alarge bowl, combine ingredients and mix well until blended. Store in a sealed container.
2. To serve, Heat a cup of water per serving (or milk, for a creamier taste.) Stir in 3-4 heaping teaspoons of cocoa
mixture.

Hot Chocolate Mix

Ingredients:

11 c. dry milk powder

1 (8 0z) container powdered non-dairy creamer (for a more unique flavor, use half regular and half French vanilla flavor)
2 Y c. confectioners sugar

3 c. instant chocolate drink mix

¥, ¢. unsweetened cocoa powder (use a heaping ¥ c for richer flavor)

Directions:

1. Sift together the ingredients. Store in air-tight containers or jars for gift giving.

2. To use: Add 3-4 tablespoons of mix to 1 cup of hot water or milk. Add a dash of cinnamon or mini marshmallows if
desired.
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Annual Children’s Christmas Pageant
Sun December 16™ 11:00 am

Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols
Mon, December 24" 7:00 pm

For more info:
christmas.fpctacoma.com
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CHARACTERS: Wendy & "12" of her mommy friends.
SETTING: Wendy is standing by her table, as each mom enters, she hands appropriate item.

MOM #1: On the first day of Christmas my good friend gave to me...ONE 3 wheel stroller for walking my baby.
Thanks Wendy.

WENDY: You're welcome!

MOM #2: On the second day of Christmas my good friend gave to me...two stained car seats.
Thanks Wendy.

WENDY: You bet!

MOM #3: On the third day of Christmas my good friend gave to me...three cold French fries.
Thanks Wendy!

WENDY: No problem!

MOM #4: On the fourth day of Christmas my good friend gave to me...four mismatched gloves.
Thanks Wendy!

WENDY: Glad to do it!

MOM #5: On the fifth day of Christmas my good friend gave to me...five Hot Wheel cars.
Thanks Wendy!

WENDY: Don't mention it!

MOM #6: On the sixth day of Christmas my good friend gave to me...six chewed on sippy cups.
Thanks Wendy!

WENDY: OK!

MOM #7: On the seventh day of Christmas my good friend gave to me...seven skipping children's CDs.
Thanks Wendy!

WENDY: Yeah, you're welcome!

MOM #8: On the eighth day of Christmas my good friend gave to me...eight dirty, stinky socks.
Thanks Wendy!

WENDY: Give me five!

MOM #9: On the ninth day of Christmas my good friend gave to me...nine cheap McDonald's toys.
Thanks Wendy!

WENDY: Cool dude!

MOM #10: On the tenth day of Christmas my good friend gave to me...ten sticky, fuzzy candy canes.
Thanks Wendy!

WENDY: Check you later!

MOM #11: On the eleventh day of Christmas my good friend gave to me...eleven crushed Cheerios.
Thanks Wendy!

WENDY: That's what friends are for!
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MOM #12: On the twelfth day of Christmas my good friend gave to me...twelve broken crayons.
Thanks Wendy!

Wendy: Bye pal! (last mom exits)
Now, let's see. That was twelve broken crayons, eleven crushed Cheerios, ten stick, fuzzy candy canes, nine cheap McDonald's toys,

eight dirty, stinky socks, seven skipping children's CDs, six chewed on sippy cups, five Hot Wheel cars, four mismatched gloves, three
cold French fries, two stained car seats and one three-wheeled stroller. Whew! | finally did it! | finally got my car cleaned out!
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Janet Carlson
Dec 10

Tara Groothuis
Dec 17
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What do you call an old snowman?
Water!

What goes “oh, oh, oh"?
Santa walking backwards!

What Christmas carol is a favorite of
parents?
Silent Night!

Thingst

Zoolights are dways fun.
www.pdzaorg

Fantasy Lights Spanaway
park www.co.piercewa.us
Santa’s Train at Camp 6
Logging at Point Defiance
http://www.camp-6-
museum.org/c6.html

Mt. Rainier Snowball
Express www.mrsr.com
Magic Season Ice arena,
in Bellevue

WWW.magi cSeason.com
Winterfest at Sedtle center.
www.sedtlecenter.com

Dear Santa,

I've been a good mom all year. I've fed,
cleaned and cuddled my children on demand,
visited the doctor's office more than my

doctor, sold sixty-two cases of candy bars to
raise money to plant a shade tree on the school
playground. | was hoping you could spread my
list out over several Christmases, since | had
to write this letter with my son's red crayon,

on the back of a receipt Iin the laundry room
between cycles, and who knows when [I'll find
anymore free time in the next 18 years.

Here are my Christmas wishes::-

of legs that don't ache (in any color, except
purple, which | already have) and arms that
don't hurt or flap in the breeze; but are
strong enough to pull my screaming child out of
the candy aisle in the grocery store. I'd also

like a waist, since | lost mine somewhere in

the seventh month of my last pregnancy. If
you're hauling big ticket items this year I'd

like fingerprint resistant windows and a radio

that only plays adult music,; a television

doesn't broadcast any programs containing
talking animals;, and a refrigerator with a

secret compartment behind the crisper where |
can hide to talk on the phone. On the practical
side, | could use a talking doll that says,

"Yes, Mommy" to boost my parental confidence,
along with two kids who don't fight and three
pairs of jeans that will zip all the way up

without the use of power tools. | could also

use a recording of Tibetan monks chanting
"Don't eat in the living room" and "Take your
hands off your brother," because my voice seems
to be just out of my children's hearing range

and can only be heard by the dog.

I'd like a pair

If it's too late to find any of these products,

I'd settle for enough time to brush my teeth
and comb my hair in the same morning, or the
luxury of eating food warmer than room
temperature without it being served in a
Styrofoam container. If you don't mind, | could
also use a few Christmas miracles to brighten
the holiday season. Would it be too much
trouble to declare ketchup a vegetable? It will
clear my conscience immensely. It would be
helpful if you could coerce my children to help
around the house with out demanding payment as
if they were the bosses of an organized crime
family. Well, Santa, the buzzer on the dryer is
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